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Rooted in Tradition: All Local Jewish
Preschools Have Achieved a High Degree of
Excellence

March 09, 2026

By GARY GOULD CEO, Tampa JCCs & Federation

The Tampa community is very fortunate to have five Jewish preschool programs that are all
exceptional in terms of the education they offer the tiniest of learners. The Tampa JCC
Preschools (North and South branches), Forman Early Learning Center — Hillel Academy,
Hebrew Academy of Tampa Bay Preschool, Amy Gail Buchman Preschool — Congregation
Schaarai Zedek and Tampa Torah Academy Early Childhood Center each have truly superb
early childhood education programs and all excel in many different and sometimes unique
ways.

Today, I’'m going to briefly highlight two programs — both JCC Preschool branches and Tampa
Torah Academy from this group — because each school recently received notice from the
Florida Department of Education that they were being recognized for the “exceptional delivery”
of their Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Educational Programs. This honor represents the
highest distinction awarded to VPK providers in the state and reflects outstanding results in
clear and measurable kindergarten readiness.

JCCs and Federation board member and community leader, Aaron Silberman wasn’t at all
surprised by the news of the distinguished award. He said, “Cherie and | sent both of our
daughters to the JCC Preschool — South Branch and it was a phenomenal experience for them
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and for us. The teachers were excellent and cared deeply about all the students. Our
daughters enjoyed their experience, they received a strong educational foundation to build on,
they learned important social skills and they were taught Jewish holidays, Shabbat and Jewish
values which reinforced the Jewish home we created.”

Hindy Clyde, Tampa Torah Academy’s preschool director, said about the award, “To us, it's not

just a rating, it's a beautiful affirmation of the warm, high-quality environment we strive to
create for our families and community.”

Again, Tampa is very lucky to have five truly excellent schools to carry on the critically
important jobs of exploring literacy, teaching math concepts and creating opportunities for
learning on the playground while at the same time striving to ensure Jewish continuity.
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Hebrew Academy
Tampa Bay’s Purim
Sunday Funday Had
Something For
Everyone

Hebrew Academy (HATB)
hosted the Tampa Bay
community’s Annual Purim
Sunday Funday celebration
on February 22, 2026. This
extravaganza celebrated...
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Tampa Torah Academy
Hosts Professionals to
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Choices

Tampa Torah Academy
recently welcomed two
career visitors to the school.
The preschool through fourth
grade met a research
biochemist,...
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Hillel Academy
Preschool Opens Its
Doors to Families

Transitioning from the
JCC on the Cohn
Campus

As families across Tampa’s
Jewish community look
ahead to changes following
the upcoming closure of the
JCC on the Cohn...
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